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Forbes Housing Forum 8-9 April 2024  
  

The Country Mayors Association of NSW held our Housing Forum in Forbes on Monday and Tuesday,  

8-9 April 2024. The team at Forbes Shire Council are to be congratulated for hosting such a successful 

event. There were over 80 attendees from across NSW, including Ministers, Shadow Ministers, members 

of parliament, senior bureaucratic and high quality guest 

speakers from the housing sector. The forum built upon existing 

relationships and established strong new ties with our guest 

speakers, all commenting on the importance of Local 

Government and their commitment to work with us. We are 

front-line connections to regional communities. 

 

Forbes Shire Mayor and CMA Executive Member, Phyllis Miller 

OAM (pictured with CMA Chair & Gunnedah Mayor Jamie 

Chaffey) made us feel welcome at a Mayoral Reception in the 

Visitor Information Centre in the Lachlan Vintage Village. The 

venue was a beautifully restored and converted shearing shed.  
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Members gathered at Club Forbes to hear from our guest speakers.  

Assistant Secretary - Housing Support Program Erin Cassie, gave the first presentation remotely, as did 

our Secretary, NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure Kiersten Fishburn.  

 

Elizebeth Grice travelled to Forbes to provide an example of how alternative approaches to housing can 

be considered. She is a Tiny Houses Spokesperson from the Goulburn Community Action group, made 

up of progressive volunteers. 

 

Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and Territories, the Hon Kristy McBain, 

addressed the forum remotely. 

 

Our final speaker for the Monday session was The Hon Sam Farraway, Nationals MLC. His address 

covered many issues not just housing, he encouraged our members councils to engage with the 

legislative councils inquiry “Ability of local governments to fund infrastructure and services” with 

submissions closing 26 April 2024. 

Members were treated to a tour of 

Moxeys Dairy Farm. The largest single-site 

dairy in Australia was truly impressive. 

 

 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=3040
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The Conference Dinner at the Forbes Inn on the Monday night 

was a fantastic networking event. The Country Mayors 

Association has fostered a sense of unity and community 

among its members and that was on show at the dinner.  

 

It was great to hear the inspiring passion from the 2023 CMA 

Scholarship recipient Haley Gould from Forbes Shire Council 

(pictured on the left) at the dinner. We also had a guest 

speaker from the prevention and early intervention 

organisation for vulnerable male youth “Boys to the Bush” – 

check out their website for more information: 

https://boystothebush.org.au/about/ 

 

  

https://boystothebush.org.au/about/
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Back at Club Forbes on the Tuesday morning, the presentations began with The Hon Rose Jackson, MLC. 

She is the Minister for Water, Minister for Housing, Minister for Homelessness, Minister for Mental 

Health, Minister for Youth, and Minister for the North Coast.  

 

CMA Chair and Gunnedah 

Mayor Cr Jamie Chaffey, NSW 

Housing Minister the Hon 

Rose Jackson MLC and CMA 

Executive Member and Forbes 

Shire Mayor, Cr. Phyllis Miller. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The housing Minister was followed by Chief Executive of Homes NSW, Rebecca Pinkstone. 
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We heard from the Independent Member for Orange, Philip Donato before The Hon Scott Farlow, MLC 

got behind the lectern. He is Shadow Minister for Planning & Public Spaces, Shadow Minister for 

Housing, Shadow Minister for Cities, & Shadow Minister for the Hunter & Central Coast. 

 

 

The Hon. Scott Farlow (3rd from left), with CMA Executive Committee 

Members, Mayors Patrick Bourke (Federation Council), Russell Webb 

(Tamworth Regional Council), Phyllis Miller (Forbes Shire), Jamie Chaffey 

(CMA Chair and Gunnedah Shire) and Russell Fitzpatrick (Bega Valley). 

 

 

Our final speaker at the forum was Tom O’Dea. The Head of NBN 
Local - NSW Regional Development Engagement spoke of how NBN 

Co is working to ensure connections, as part of housing 

developments. 
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We then headed off 

on a bus tour to the 

Forbes Central West 

Industrial Park, the 

Forbes Central West 

Livestock Exchange 

and finished up with a 

gourmet lunch, which 

provided the 

opportunity to discuss 

the speakers and sites 

we had visited before 

dispersing back to our 

home turfs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


