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Country Mayors Association of NSW — General Meeting 9 August 2024

The Country Mayors Association of NSW held our General Meeting in the Theatrette in NSW Parliament
House, Sydney on Friday 9 August 2024. We had approximately 120 representatives of Country NSW
Councils and associated organisations coming together to focus on the regional Health theme. We were
joined by a dozen parliamentarians.
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For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412
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After a welcome by outgoing CMA Chairman and Gunnedah Shire Mayor Cr. Jamie Chaffey, the first to
speak to our members at the meeting was NSW Police Force Deputy Commissioner Paul
Pisanos. He had requested the opportunity to elaborate on his last appearance at a CMA meeting.

Caption: Esteemed
boys in blue...
Inspector Andrew
Smith, Cr. Jamie
Chaffey and Deputy
Commissioner Paul
Pisanos.

“l wanted to come back and raise six issue. We spoke about youth crime (serious and violent).
Operation Mongoose has not stopped and the Bail Act has been enacted. We are aware of the impact
on communities. Western, Northern and Southern regions have seen hundreds of arrests and 50% were
on bail. 22C has been used for those over the age of 14. This is reducing recidivism.

Community work is important to us but other agencies need to come together for optimal outcomes.
Tobacco and vape products are being seized in significant quantities coming across our State borders.
Domestic violence is an ongoing focus. Identifying the serious offenders is a challenge we are working
on.

Impaired driving operations are a focus across the State, with 80% of fatalities occurring on regional
roads.

Driving behavious like speeding require constant media and awareness efforts.

Cop in Your Town is our recruitment campaign that has been rolled out across NSW regions, with 12
launches that attracted good media. It is designed to capture the attention of locals, tradies, farmers,
whoever might be looking for a change. Retention is also a focus, with better pay possibly on the
horizon and real support mechanisms.

Deputy Commissioner Pisanos was typically open and frank in Q&A.”

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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Linda Scott was next at the Lectern with an ALGA update.

“If Councils are owed money by Rex Airlines, pleased get that information to ALGA. We want to see the
airline continue, so support where practical.

Thank you for coming to our LAGA conference and my farewell.

The headline issue right now is housing. So, we are staging a summit to highlight the innovation in Local
Government on the issue.

We are working on an MoU with the Federal Government and we are getting involved with more and
more in Parliament.”

Linda acknowledged the contributions of retiring mayors.

“We are proud of you Jamie Chaffey and we look forward to seeing you take your Local Government
experience to Federal Parliament.”

Left: CMA Jamie Chaffey thanking
Cr. Linda Scott for her service while
introducing her.

Above: Councillors Linda Scott
(outgoing ALGA President), Darriea
Turley AM (LGNSW President) and
Jamie Chaffey (outgoing CMA
Chairman).

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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Up next was the retiring Shadow Minister for Regional Health, Trade and Seniors, the Hon.
Bronnie Taylor MLC

“Great politicians come out of Local Government.

It concerns me that we talk about the issues affecting young people but nowhere are we hearing the
voice of young people. We need to engage youth and give them a voice. We need advice from the youth
about youth issues. We need the Regional Youth Taskforce reinstated and | ask you as an Association to
push for that.

She endorsed the new Shadow Minister for Regional Health.

It is important that you try to meet the Minister with your Local Members. It is not OK that you travelled
all this way and the Regional Health Minister did not turn up.”

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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Membership: The NRMA had approached the CMA executive to establish a formal relationship. It was
recommended that the NRMA be accepted as an Associate Member of the CMA. This was endorsed by
the membership unanimously. The NRMA’s Policy Advisor (Transport and Data) was present and made
welcome. The NRMA is the first private sector Associate Member of the CMA.

Leeton Shire Mayor Cr Tony Reneker spoke about the no-cost Mayoral Alliance for the
Pacific. He encouraged mayors who support the PALM scheme and the much-needed workers it brings

to join the Alliance.

Then there was a panel session with the Rural Doctors Network’s CEO Dr. Richard
Colbran, Manager Service Delivery Operations Kath Hetherington, Recruitment Portfolio
Lead Jessica Yuen and Program Manager Outreach Services Amanda Massett

Dr. Richard Colbran: We
are a charity that has been
around for 35 years.
Continuity is important for
our organisation and
health. We are in all LGAs
outside of Sydney. We are
the bridge between rural
communities and the city

(Government). Most
Councils would be aware of
our bush bursaries and their
support of doctors from our
regions.

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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Doctors for communities has been the focus for years but we are now looking at health access. You may
or may not need a doctor and you certainly need the right doctor.

The panel and the Q&A covered recruitment, retention, innovative approaches to ensure a doctor and
practice are the right fit, as well as visa changes allowing migrant doctors to go to the cities. They also
covered a $3mil. funded Collaborative Care Project. It was made clear that the traditional country town
doctor, available 24/7, needs to be a thing of the past if doctors are to be attracted to General Practice,
let along alone regional locations.

The following motions were unanimously supported:

A) That the Country Mayors Association calls upon the State Government of NSW to
reverse its decision not to provide a budget for interagency emergency management
training and exercises.

Further, without this interagency training and exercises, Country Mayors of NSW
advocate that they are fearful that our Emergency Operations Centers and response
to emergencies will be compromised with a potential for lives to be lost.

General Manager of Murrumbidgee Council John Scarce spoke to the motion.

B) That the Membership support the Deputy Chairman Rick Firman OAM acting as
interim Chairman, with the current Chairman Jamie Chaffey stepping down in the
September 2024 Local Government elections.

C) That the Membership endorse the Executive Committee nomination of current
Executive Member Russell Webb for the role of Deputy Chairman, in an interim
capacity until the AGM.

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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Member for Wagga Wagga Dr. Joe McGirr

Dr. Joe spoke of medical workforce issues. “Fly-in,
fly-out locums replacing doctors in place is a
negative for care in regional communities.

The Government’s incentive scheme has
improved ratios and helped retain health workers
in communities, and in NSW.

Workforce is the issue and attraction or
recruitment requires health workers to see a
promising career, a quality lifestyle in a
supportive community in which to live. Councils
have a critical role in promoting culture and
community.

Primary care is in crisis. The Health Minister has said NSW is short of 1,000 GPs. We have to rethink
primary care provision. The old model of getting a GP in a practice and on call to the local hospital 24/7
is @ model of the past. We have to ensure other health professionals are working at top of practice; why
not have pharmacies prescribing?

We need to think differently about models of care. You are on the coalface and you know better
collaboration is needed. There is no more money.”

Q: Cr. Monaghan: recruitment might be assisted by increased rural rebates.

A: We need different approaches to the whole package. Rebates are part of it but the work environment
and work practices need to be more lifestyle friendly to our doctors.

Q: Cr. John Metcalf (Lachlan Shire): Locums come to regional communities who are unsuited to small
regional communities. We need a
hybrid model to achieve health
services in smaller towns.

A: A team is important. A well-
functioning team is what graduates
want.

Q: Cr. Robert Bell Mayor Uralla Shire:
My daughter was sponsored to study
to be a doctor in Queensland and was
bonded to a rural community for a
time. Can we learn from that?

A: All options should be considered but
we want doctors to want to be there,
not gritting their teeth about their
work location.

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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Parliamentary Secretary for Health and Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Health, Dr.
Michael Holland provided a State Government update

Dr. Holland talked
about how safe
working staffing levels
are being rolled out.
Ratios in nursing have
long been a
contention in nursing,
as they have attracted
nurses to other states.
For what the NSW
Government considers
safe working levels in
our hospitals, use this
link:
https://www.health.n
sw.gov.au/workforce/
Pages/safe-staffing-
levels.aspx

Dr. Holland said
Ambulance services
are important and we
have seen increased
funding. $274mil to
upgrade staffing at
selected locations.

He said that HECS fee
incentives do exist for regional doctors, with $20,000 for the 15t year and following years, $10,000.

Dr. Holland discussed a new hospital in Eurobodalla and how accommodation is a concern. $200mil. is
being invested across NSW for essential worker accommodation.

Cowra Council Mayor Cr. Ruth Fagan raised the issue of local health committees not being supported or
retained. Dr. Holland said he would report the issue to the Minister.

Forbes Shire Mayor Cr. Phyllis Miller OAM is on the CMA Executive and is a Director of LGNSW
(Regional/Rural). She provided a brief update on behalf of LGNSW and the organisation’s President Cr.
Darriea Turley AM (a Councillor in Broken Hill).

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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Mayor Miller emphasized that 20 Oct. is the deadline for LGNSW conference motions. She also
reiterated that Cr. Jamie Chaffey and Cr. Scott Ferguson from Blayney Shire will be missed and
applauded their contributions.

We then had a concise but thorough update from Michelle Maxwell, Director, Strategy, Governance
and Delivery, Regional Health Division — NSW Health

Michelle provided an update of the
implementation of recommendations from
the Regional Health Inquiry, stating that as at
30 June, 2024 a total of 25 of 34
recommendations had been implemented /
followed up on.

Michelle also detailed the current Regional
Health MPS strategy framework process.
She reiterated that consultation is ongoing
and they are keen to receive further input
from Councils.

Coolamon Shire Council Mayor Cr. David
McCann voiced his community’s appreciation
that their MPS is to be upgraded but asked for
an update on the work.

Michelle said she would
look into it.

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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Our final speaker was the Founder of ‘Heart of the Nation” Greg Page (also founding
member of The Wiggles)

Greg Page is best known as the original lead singer and a founding member of the children's band
The Wiggles from 1991 to 2006 and then again in 2012. He has also recorded a number of solo
albums and published his autobiography.

Since suffering a sudden cardiac arrest in 2020 during a Wiggles reunion concert, Greg has become
an advocate for community capacity building for immediate response to a sudden cardiac arrest. He
founded the charity “Heart of the Nation”, which promotes more widespread access to automated
external defibrillators (AEDs) and aims to increase public awareness of defibrillator locations across
Australia, as well as encouraging businesses to keep a defibrillator on-site.

Greg gave the examples of Orange and Parkes, where publicly accessible AEDs have been rolled out.
He said that the solution to improving the survival rate of sudden cardiac arrest (a shocking 5%) lies
with community capacity to respond.

The specific example of a health initiative and
means to make a difference that the
presentation provided was appreciated by the
members present.
www.heartofthenation.com.au

Outgoing Chaiman Cr. Jamie Chaffey did not represent the CMA well with his Wiggle fingers.
For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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Acting CMA Chairman and Mayor of Temora Shire Cr. Rick Firman OAM took to the lectern to acknowledge
the service of retiring mayors present at the meeting, paying special tribute to outgoing Chairman Cr.
Jamie Chaffey of Gunnedah Shire and presenting him with a framed caricature of himself.

“Mayor Chaffey has really lifted the professionalism of the Country Mayors Association of NSW. He has
been passionate and dedicated in his role. Cr. Chaffey admitted to feeling emotional as he addressed
the meeting for the final time and held the portrait that will ensure he does not take himself too
seriously. He vowed to hang it in his office when he takes the Federal Seat of Parkes.

Retiring mayors present were gifted CMA pens and the CMA Executive members were also recognised.

Cr. Chaffey with his special CMA gifted portrait.

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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The retiring Country Mayors present at the end of our meeting who were acknowledged for
their service: Mayor Margaret Roles (Hilltops Council), Mayor Pam Kensit (Upper Lachlan Shire
Council), Mayor Jamie Chaffey (Gunnedah Shire Council), Mayor John Coulton (Gwydir Shire
Council), Mayor Scott Ferguson (Blayney Shire Council & Mayor Ambrose Doolan
(Warrumbungle Shire Council).

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au
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Members of the CMA Executive, past Chairman Cr. Ken Keith (Parkes Shire), outgoing Chairman

Cr. Jamie Chaffey (Gunnedah Shire), Cr. Phyllis Miller (Forbes Shire), Cr. Craig Davies (Narromine
Shire) and Acting Chairman Cr. Rick Firman (Temora Shire)

The next meeting (AGM) is scheduled for 15 November 2024 in the Theatrette, NSW
Parliament, Sydney. It will have a Skills and Education theme.

The NSW Premier, the Hon Chris Minns is already locked in as a guest speaker.
Please RSVP by 4 November to assist with morning tea catering.

For further information, contact Cr Jamie Chaffey on 0467 402 412

www.nswcountrymayors.com.au



